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GOOD ADVICE
MORE ON PAYLOADS
UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD YOU EXCEED THE MAXIMUM 
ALLOWABLE PAYLOAD FOR YOUR RECREATIONAL VEHICLE.

The RVMAA’s standard payload for a single axle caravan is generally 
approximately 300kg and 400kg for a tandem caravan.

These loads can vary.

Likewise different payloads will apply for camper trailers and motor homes. 
The payload allowed on your particular caravan can be ascertained from 
weights marked on the compliance plate on your recreational vehicle.

Generally speaking, in the case of a caravan, the weight of gas cylinders 
will be included in the tare weight as most cylinders are factory fitted. 
However, the gas itself, along with the water in your water tank, are part of 
the payload. Gas cylinders will contain either 4.5kg or 9kg of gas each. A 
common, standard sized water tank will hold 59kg of water. Some tanks are, 
however, larger and if you have more than one tank fitted then you must 
allow for the weight of the extra water.

Popular accessories such as air conditioners, awnings, extra spare wheels 
etc if factory fitted should be included in the tare weight. If fitted later, they 
become part of the allowable payload.

The balance of the caravan’s capacity after these payload items are 
deducted is the amount of personal items you can load without exceeding 
the manufacturer’s recommended specifications. Some caravans are built to 
carry a larger payload.

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCE SHOULD YOU CARRY MORE THAN THE 
TOTAL ALLOWABLE PAYLOAD AS MENTIONED ABOVE OTHERWISE 
YOUR WARRANTY WILL BE VOID. Apart from the warranty you could 
cause a serious accident by overloading tyres, springs, axles or brakes. It 
is strongly recommended that if an owner cannot determine the weight of 
his personal payload the vehicle should be weighted with all personal items 
included together with the tank full of water and the gas cylinders full of gas. 
This can be done at a public weighbridge.

EXTERIOR CARE
The exterior of your RV should be regularly cleaned with soapy water and a 
brush or broom. Extra care should be taken, when cleaning windows, that a 
harsh brush is not used on these surfaces as the acrylic in the windows may 
be permanently scratched. In the case of rollout awnings, these should also 
be occasionally washed with warm soapy water and rinsed clean.

Towbar Types & Capacities
Towbars are broadly divided into 2 categories encompassing 4 classes:
	 CLASS 2 (encompassing Class 1 & 2), and
	 CLASS 4 (encompassing Class 3 & 4).
CLASS 2 towbars are generally distinguished by having a bolt-on tongue, 
and having a towing capacity from 400kg to 1600kg, with the most common 
average being between 1000kg and 1250kg.
CLASS 4 towbars are generally distinguished by having a removable ball 
mount with a square shaft, and having a towing capacity of 1500kg to 
4000kg.
All towbars must carry a compliance plate showing maximum capacity and 
ball weights.
NOTE: These rating are covered by ADR62, and are aligned with 
manufacturers’ specifications.

TOWING EQUIPMENT
Probably the most misunderstood towing equipment on the market are 
stabiliser bars.
Call them level-riders, load equalisers, stabiliser bars, anti-sway bars, weight 
distribution hitches, etc; many people do not understand what they do and 
how they work.
When towing a caravan or trailer, the ball weight plus more is placed on the 
rear wheels of the vehicle. So attaching a caravan pivots the weight on an 
axis and raises the front wheels, making steering lighter and braking less 
effective. With front wheel drive vehicles, traction can also become an issue.
Use of overload springs, pump-up shock absorbers etc. to raise the rear end 
may make the whole vehicle ride higher, but they have no effect on weight 
distribution whatsoever.
Just because a towing unit is level, do not assume it is necessarily going to 
tow correctly and safely.
Fitting a weight distribution device of the correct size and type means that 
the tow vehicle becomes level, weight is transferred back to the front wheels 
of the tow vehicle, and some weight is transferred back to the caravan 
wheels, thereby minimising steering, braking, traction and sway problems.

MIRRORS
The law states that you must be able to clearly see down both sides of what 
you are towing. Consequently some form of mirror is necessary on nearly all 
tow vehicles on both sides.
A large variety of clip-on, door, guard and bonnet mirrors are currently 
available from caravan accessories outlets.

TOWBALLS
The Australian Standard for towballs is 50mm and the rating of the towball 
must be stamped on the ball. Rating of towballs 50mm in diameter can rate 
between 750kg and 3500kg. Always check the marking upon the ball to 
verify the towing weight capacity of the ball.

ELECTRIC BRAKE CONTROLLERS
A number of different brake controllers are available, some of which contain 
pendulums, and must be mounted level and some which are transistorised 
and can be mounted at any angle.
NOTE: There is also a “Self-Activating” Controller on the market which 
is fitted to the “A” frame of the trailer and wired to the brake lights of the 
vehicle. These are not recommended for caravan towing as they cannot be 
adjusted or manually activated in the case of an emergency from the driver’s 
seat.

SEE OUR BROCHURES & CATALOGUES @ 

www.camec.com.au

HAS ALL THE RV GEAR  
YOU NEED...
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Campers
                          QLD    EST. 42 YEARS

“You are ahead with 
a CUB behind”

www.cubcampers.com

32 Dividend Street, Mansfield.   PH: 07 3216 8777
Fax: 07 3219 3277   Email: cubcampers@optusnet.com.au

ON & OFF ROAD » MODELS FACTORY DIRECTON & OFF ROAD » MODELS FACTORY DIRECT
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THE SUNSHINE COAST’S LEADING COROMAL DEALER

• FULL REPAIRS 
• SPARE PARTS 
• ACCESSORIES

THE FAMOUS AUSTRALIAN NAME FOR 
• HARDTOP & POPTOP CARAVANS • CAMPER TRAILERS 

NEW STOCK IN NOW 
AND READY TO GO!

GET THE BEST DEAL ON  
COROMALS IN AUSTRALIA FROM  

SUNSHINE COAST COROMAL
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31-37 Lear Jet Drive Caboolture 4510
P: (07) 5431 7777 F: (07) 5428 2029
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GOOD ADVICE
ALTERING YOUR CARAVAN – DON’T!!
Many people make modifications to their caravans which are both illegal and 
dangerous.

When a caravan is completed by the manufacturer it is fitted with a Vehicle 
Identification plate.  This plate includes some data such as weights and a 
VIN (Vehicle Identification Number).  By fitting this plate the manufacturer is 
also certifying that the caravan complies with the Australian Design Rules 
(ADR’s), which it must by law.  As soon as any modification is done to a 
caravan which alters its specifications then the VIN plate becomes null 
and void and the caravan must get another engineering certification and a 
Vehicle Modification Plate.  Failure to do this can have ramifications both 
with its roadworthy certification and with your insurance.

Here are a few of the things which some people do which either does affect 
or can affect the VIN plate certification – 

•	 Underslinging the axle:- 
 
You are changing the vehicle’s specification by doing this.  You are also 
changing its centre of gravity and therefore, potentially, its stability.  If 
for some reason you wish to have such a modification carried out it 
should be done by an expert who will then arrange for new engineering 
certification to be done and then for a Vehicle Modification Plate to be 
issued by the Department of Transport.

•	 Fitting racks and other fittings to the front or rear of the caravan:- 
 
First of all you may be putting undue additional stress on to the chassis.  
Your caravan’s chassis design has been independently calculated and 
tested by an engineer to withstand certain stresses and to carry a certain 
weight. 
 
Anything you add to your caravan is “payload” and comes out of the 
allowable load calculated by the manufacturer. 
 
If, hypothetically, you were to bolt a rack on to the drawbar and then put 
a generator onto it, this could total, say, 100kg.  You then add an extra 
water tank which, when full, could add around another 100kg.  If your 
caravan has an allowable payload of 300kg then all that is left is 100kg 
for gas, other water and your personal effects. 
 
And if you’ve added other things, after the initial manufacture, like an 
awning or air-conditioning then you could very well find that you are 
exceeding your weight limit. 
 
There are a lot more things which can come into this equation like wheel 
and tyre capacities, brake capacities, bearing capacities and so on. 
 
The bottom line is “Don’t add or modify without expert advice”.
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Ph: (07) 5492 7777Made right here in Queensland

www.evakool.com
Looking for a

12volt Fridge/Freezer
that really delivers?
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PHONE: 1300 307 304
www.madetomeasuremattresses.com.au

Factory & Showroom: 57 Grice Street, Clontarf QLD 4019

GET A HEALTHIER NIGHT’S SLEEP!
Mattresses specifically designed for 

CARAVANS, MOTOR HOMES, CAMPER TRAILERS & BOATS
•  Fully ventilated giving you a cooler, healthier nights sleep
•  Additional side supports reinforce the edges allowing you to 

use the mattress as a seat
•  Lighter in weight than a home mattress so not to add to your 

towing weight
•  Variety of comfort options available
•  Fully guaranteed
•  Buy direct from manufacturer & save
•  Delivery nationwide

DON’T MISS THE VALUE $EA$ON 
OFFER$ ON PAGES 117-120 TOO!

Here’s some helpful hints for 
Caravanners collated by 

some experienced Caravanners
•	 Ensure you have a suitable jack for lifting your caravan (turn all gas off 

before jacking).

•	 Paint hammer handle and annex pegs white.  They are easier to see in 
long grass or at night.

•	 Keep a spanner handy to disconnect the battery in case of a short circuit.

•	 Make sure everyone travelling with you  knows how to unclip and operate 
the fire extinguisher.

•	 When leaving any caravan or camp site, check after moving that nothing 
has been left behind.

•	 Keep a bottle of antiseptic with your laundry detergent.  Clean the inside 
of washing machine and tubs before and after use.

•	 It is wise to know the height of your caravan, as some bridges in the 
country are low.

•	 Metal against metal cause black friction marks.  To avoid this pack 
saucepans, etc. separately in old pillow cases or plastic bags.

•	 Use plastic ice cream containers to pack loose items in.  Containers can 
be used to bathe a wound or if children are car sick.

•	 Whenever you stop along the road for a tea or coffee break, both driver 
and passenger should have a walk around your van and car.  Mainly an 
inspection tour, but the exercise will do you good.

•	 Try to limit the quantity of souvenirs you collect, as these will add to the 
weight of your caravan for the home trip.

•	 When you take photos, note placenames, dates and captions as you go.  
It is so easy to forget by the time you get home.

•	 If you have your choice of where to park overnight, try to keep fridge vents 
away from the hot sun.

•	 Keep a watch on the following traffic and be courteous to other road 
users.  If you have a CB radio, tune to the truckies’ channel and talk to 
them, and help them to pass.  You will get a “thanks mate” and you feel 
good.

•	 Keep all CB talk to a minimum

•	 If you are travelling with friends in another van, keep at least 200 metres 
apart so that faster traffic can pass safely.

•	 Keep a note of all interesting events to assist in your future trips.

•	 Before you leave home on any trip, check water pump, fridge and lights.

•	 Brakes, bearing and tyres should be thoroughly checked at least once a 
year.

•	 When travelling in hot weather, prepare lunch at breakfast time, then you 
need only open the fridge once in the heat of the day.

•	 A 35mm film container is just the right size for $1, 20 and 10 cent coins.  
Keep these in the car for parking meters and phone calls.

•	 Be sure you fit rear vision mirrors which allow you to see down both sides 
of your van.

•	 Your first aid kit should be well stocked for all seasons.  In some areas it is 
a long distance between chemist shops.

•	 Do not mark your toilet bag etc. with your home address.  Instead put your 
name, car and van registration.

•	 It is great for your hair to shampoo in the water from a running stream.  
Please take the water in a dish and throw all soapy water on the land.  
Fish, platypus and all their friends will thank you.

•	 Carry a tyre gauge and check pressure before a trip when tyres are cold.

•	 If a gas cylinder catches fire, do not try to extinguish it unless you have 
the correct foam extinguisher.  If you can do it safely hose the cylinder to 
keep it cool until it burns itself out.

•	 Always turn gas off at the cylinder before entering a service station.

•	 When going on a day tour, by boat, rail etc. leave your car locked with 
your van and use tourist pick up bus or local transport for safety reasons.

•	 Sleeping bags are popular.  Their synthetic fibres allow easy washing and 
quick drying.  Turn the sleeping bags in-side out each morning to air.

•	 Don’t take much in the sewing basket.  One reel of clear poly cotton will 
mend all coloured garments.

•	 If you are visiting a point of interest in your travels and the weather is not 
good, buy post cards of the area - you may never visit here again.

Happy Travelling!




